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23 March 2016 – The UN’s World Meteorological Organisation is marking this year’s World 
Met Day (23rd March) with a focus on research. London Economics is proud of the 
contribution it has made to the evidence base in this area, in the form of a groundbreaking 
study into the socioeconomic benefits of Met Services, focussing on the UK’s Met Office. 

The economic study, part of a wider General Review of the Met Office, found that weather 
and climate services are used throughout the economy, helping drive efficiency, growth and 
productivity across the UK. As the population of the UK rises and climate change leads to 
more variable weather and increasing costs 1, the demand for high-quality weather 
forecasting is expected to increase.   

At the same time, as science expands its ability to understand and model the complex 
interrelationships between atmosphere, oceans, land and water, the opportunities to 
improve our understanding of the impact of weather and climate on society would grow.  

Rob Varley, Met Office Chief Executive said: “This independent review highlights the very 
real impact that weather and climate change have on all parts of life from day-to-day 
planning through to impacts on infrastructure and the economy. This is the first time that 
the full depth and breadth of the Met Office has been assessed in terms of its value to the 
UK and we shall continue to strive to deliver this and more over the next ten years. “ 

The research carried out by London Economics last year found that the Met Office could 
bring £30 billion of value to the UK over the next decade, which works out at £14 of benefit 
for every pound spent, when taking account of investment already committed.  

The General Review, commissioned by Department for Business, Innovation & Skills, found 
that the Met Office provided a critical national weather and climate service and plays a key 
role in the UK’s defence, security and civil contingencies infrastructure.    

London Economics’ analysis found that while the Met Office had a benefit-cost ratio of 
around 14:1, it also had some unique features which added to its value such as having one 
of the most accurate global forecasts, as well as being one of the only national 
meteorological services in the world to provide weather, climate and commercial services.  



 

 

2 
London Economics 

MET Office General Review 
 

 

 

“The Met Office is a unique global institution, its’ services are unparalleled with a cost benefit ratio 
greater than any comparable organisation. The MET office provides significant benefits to the UK 
economy” (Dr Charlotte Duke, Partner, London Economics) 

The Met Office is a scientific and service delivery organisation, with both public and private 
sector customers. It represents the UK on the international stage and the Review noted that 
demands on the Met Office and its services were expanding in response to its customer 
requirements and needs.   

Weather plays a key role across the UK economy and as the UK population rises and climate 
change leads to more variable weather and increasing costs 1, the demand for high-quality 
weather forecasting is likely to increase.   

1 As set out in research by Nicholas Stern and reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and 
Met Office’s own climate projections, all cited in the London Economics report.  

For further information, please contact: 

 

Met Office:  
For further information contact Met Office Press Office 01392 886655 or email 
pressoffice@metoffice.gov.uk 

London Economics: 

For more information, please visit www.londoneconomics.co.uk. 

w: londoneconomics.co.uk e: info@londoneconomics.co.uk : @LondonEconomics 

t: +44 (0)20 3701 7700 f: +44 (0)20 3701 7701   

Broadcast interviews: 

The Met Office’s Exeter office is equipped with a Globelynx camera ready for live broadcast 
interviews. Contact our press team on 01392 886655 to arrange an interview with one of our experts. 
Once an interview has been arranged, bookings can be made at www.globelynx.com 
 

Editors’ notes: 

Met Office 

The Met Office is the UK’s National Weather Service, providing 24x7 world-renowned scientific 
excellence in weather, climate and environmental forecasts and severe weather warnings for the 
protection of life and property. www.metoffice.gov.uk  

The Met Office Hadley Centre advises the UK government on climate change research. Its work is, 
in part, jointly funded by Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) and DECC (Dept 
for Energy and Climate Change). 

London Economics 

London Economics is one of Europe's leading specialist economics and policy consultancies. Based 
in London and with offices and associate offices in five other European capitals, we advise an 
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international client base throughout Europe and beyond on economic and financial analysis, litigation 
support, policy development and evaluation, business strategy, and regulatory and competition policy. 

Our consultants are highly-qualified economists who apply a wide range of analytical tools to tackle 
complex problems across the business and policy spheres. Our approach combines the use of 
economic theory and sophisticated quantitative methods, including the latest insights from 
behavioural economics, with practical know-how ranging from commonly used market research tools 
to advanced experimental methods at the frontier of applied social science. 

 


